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Bearing Witness, Demanding Justice

On the occasion of the International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances, we invite you to
witness the memorial of the lives that were forcibly disappeared, honor the resilience of their loved ones,
and reflect on the ongoing solidarity and pursuit of transitional justice in Nepal. Later, when the candle-
lit ceremony is held, we invite you to hold the toran from this installation and form a human chain. We
attempt to symbolize how the disappearance of one person reverberates across entire families,
communities, and the nation.

Inspiration and Cultural Roots

Rooted in Nepal’s rich cultural heritage, this exhibition invites reflection on the government’s promise
to deliver transitional justice in a ‘Nepali style! For many, this phrase carries hope, ambiguity, and
questions about its meaning. By engaging with this claim, the installation reinterprets familiar cultural
symbols to reveal the unresolved impact of enforced disappearances and explores what pursuing
justice in a‘Nepali style’ could look like, blending heritage, symbolism, and the ongoing demand for
accountability.

Central to the exhibition is the “Toran”. Toran is a decorative gateway traditionally used in Nepalese
architecture. A toran typically consists of a cross-piece resting on two uprights or posts, often sculpted
from wood or stone, with hanging pieces that may resemble mango leaves, plants, or other natural
motifs. Torans can be tied over doorways or hung on walls. These cultural symbols are transformed into
a living experience for visitors, guiding them through stories of loss, resilience, and collective action
while connecting memory to the ongoing pursuit of justice.

Installation Features

o Two Panas: These traditional brass oil lamps mark the opening of the exhibition. Once used to light
homes and temples and to symbolize auspicious beginnings, they are now reclaimed as symbols of
the ongoing fight for justice.

¢ Two bamboo hangers: Common household items in Nepal, these serve as the base for photographs,
memorabilia, and objects that evoke the presence of those who have disappeared. Both hangers
act as pillars and foundations, displaying the faces of the disappeared. Each photograph represents
life, a memory, and questions that continue to haunt families. Together, they form the torans of
absence, a tribute to those lost to enforced disappearances. A number at the top shows the scale of
this atrocious crime, a stark reminder that these lives cannot simply be erased, whether from private
memory or public consciousness.

o Toran and Archway: The toran displays victim statements, writs, joint civil society letters, and media
reports on transitional justice. A 2D conceptual archway shows that transitional justice is not only a
personal struggle but a collective responsibility requiring public action and state accountability.
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o Two Nepali maps: Placed at the center of the archway, these maps show the nation affected by
disappearances and remind visitors of the nation’s shared responsibility to pursue justice.
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